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SUBJECT: ANGOLA: SAG SUGGESTS USG PROVIDE FNLA/UNITA 
WITH BADLY NEEDED MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

REF: PRETORIA 4375 

1. SUMMARY: US DEFENSE ATTACHE (DATT) CALLED IN BY SOUTH 
AFRICAN DEFENSE FORCES (SADF) CHIEF OF STAFF NOV. 18 TO 
RECEIVE "REQUEST" THAT USG PROVIDE AIR DEFENSE EQUIPMENT 
(RADARS AND EQUIVALENT OF RED EYE MISSILES) TO FNLA/UNITA 
FORCES IN ANGOLA IN ORDER PREVENT FNLA/UNITA BEING OVERCOME 
BY RAPID INFLOW OF SOVIET AID AND ADVISERS ON MPLA SIDE. 

SADF OFFICERS EXPRESSED SAG'S POLITICAL CONCERN AT EVENTS 

IN ANGOLA, BUT MADE CLEAR THEY WERE NOT REQUESTING EQUIPMENT 
FOR SADF. THEY DID NOT REVEAL ANY SADF ROLE IN ANGOLA NOR 
SUGGEST ANY CHANNEL FOR PROPOSED AID TO FNLA UNITA. DATT 
MADE NO COMMENT BEYOND SAYING CONVERSATION WOULD BE REPORTED 
TO WASHINGTON. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN WHAT APPEARS TO BE FOLLOW-UP TO PRIME MINISTER 
VORSTER’S CONVERSATION WITH ME ON NOVEMBER 14 (REFTEL), 

DATT COLONEL LA VERNE STANGE, WAS ASKED BY SADF ATTACHE 
LIAISON OFFICE TO CALL ON SADF CHIEF OF STAFF LIEUTENANT- 
GENERAL RAYMOND ARMSTRONG AT 1045 HOURS NOVEMBER 18, 1975. 

ALSO PRESENT AT MEETING WAS LIEUTENANT GENERAL H.DE V. 

DU TOIT, CHIEF OF STAFF INTELLIGENCE. DUE TO UNUSUAL AND 
SENSITIVE NATURE OF THEIR REQUEST, WE HAVE DECIDED SUBMI 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PRETOR 04461 201447Z 

COLONEL STANGE'S REPORT THROUGH EXDIS CHANNELS FOR APPRO- 
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PRIATE HANDLING. (REQUEST DEPT INFORM DIA OF REPORT 
AT APPROPRIATE LEVEL.) 

3. GENERAL ARMSTRONG STATED THAT HE HAD A NUMBER OF THINGS 
TO TELL THE DATT AND WOULD LIKE THESE TO BE REPORTED TO THE 
U.S. GOVERNMENT. HE THEN EMBARKED UPON A SET BUT INFORMAL 
SPEECH IN WHICH HE DESCRIBED IN GENERALITIES THE COMMUNIST 
FOOTHOLD IN SOUTHERN AFRICAN WHICH INCLUDED MOZAMBIQUE, 
TANZANIA, CONGO, AND THE MPLA IN ANGOLA. THE MAIN CONCERN WAS 
THE WAR IN ANGOLA WHICH HE SAID HAD TO BE WON BY THE FNLA/ 
UNITA TO PRECLUDE THE COMPLEE LOSS OF THE COUNTRY TO A 

SOVIE BACKED REGIME. THIS HE BELIEVED WOULD LEAD IN 
DOMINO FASHION (ADDING PARENTHETICALLY "WITH WHICH THE U.S. 

IS VERY FAMILIAR") TO COMMUNIST TAKEOVER OF ALL REMAINING 
STATES IN SOUTHER AFRICA AND FINALLY INCLUDING RSA ITSELF. 

HE TOUCHED UPON THE POTENTIAL VALUE OF ANGOLA IN GENERAL 
AND THE SPECIFIC VALUE OF CABINDA TO GULF. OIL. HE SAID 
THA UNTIL RECENTLY THE FIGHTING HAD BEEN RELATIVELY 
EVENLY MATCHED IN THAT NEITHER SIDE WAS DECISIVELY SUPERIOR 
IN MANPOWER, ADDING THAT AN ENGAGEMENT WAS FREQUENTLY 
DECIDED WHEN ONE SIDE THOUGHT THE OTHER SIDE WAS SUPERIOR 
AND THEN "TOOK TO THE BUSH". THIS SITUATION WAS BEING 
RAPIDLY CHANGED DUE TO AN INCREASING INFLOW OF SOVIET 
MATERIAL AND, MORE IMPORTANTLY, INSTRUCTORS AND ADVISORS. 

HE MENTIONED SOVIET NUMBERS A 40 TO 50, AND CUBANS AT 
2,500, INCLUDING TROOPS, PILOTS, AND INSTRUCTORS. 

4. GENERAL ARMSTRONG SAID THE FNLA/UNITA NEEDED HELP IN 
FORM OF AIR DEFENSE EQUIPMENT, SPECIFICALLY THAT RADARS 
WERE NEEDED TO PROVIDE AIRCRAFT WARNING, AND THAT MISSILES 
SUCH AS RED EYE WERE NEEDED IF AN ANTICIPATED MPLA AIR 
STRIKE CAPABILITY WAS TO BE KEPT FROM GIVING THEM THE EDGE 
NEEDED FOR VICTORY. HE STATED THAT HE WAS NOT (REPEAT NOT) 
ASKING FOR EQUIPMENT FOR SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES. HE SAID 

THE FNLA/UNITA FORCES NEEDED THE MATERIAL, BUT DID NOT 
INDICATE HOW IT SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THEM. EX- 
PRESSING HOPE THAT THE U.S. COULD PROVIDE THE NECESSARY 
HELP, THE GENERAL SIMPLY ASKED THAT THIS REQUEST FOR 
EQUIPMENT BE RELAYED TO WASHINGTON. COMMENT: SINCE HE 
HAD EMPHASIZED EARLIER HE IMPORTANCE OF INSTRUCTORS/ 
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ADVISORS, HE SEEMED TO IMPLY BUT DID NOT ASK THAT THIS 
TYPE OF ASSISTANCE SHOULD ALSO BE PROVIDED.) 

5. AT THIS PPOINT, GENERAL DU TOIT SUGGESTED THAT NAVAL 
MINES WOULD BE USEFUL TO INHIBIT SOVIET SUPPLY. GENERAL 
ARMSTRONG QUICKLY INTERJECTED THAT SHIP SOWN MINES WOULD 
BE QUITE DIFFICULT IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE TO IMPLACE UNDER 
CURRENT CONDITIONS, BUT BOTH OFFICERS THEN AGREED THA 
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AERIALLY DELIVERED MINES WOULD BE QUITE USEFUL. THIS WAS 
NOT PURSUED FURTHER AND GENERAL AMSTRONG DID NOT MENTION 
MINES IN SUMMING UP HIS REQUEST. (COMMENT: THE TWO 
OFFICERS OBVIOUSLY HAD NOT DISCUSSED THE QUESTION OF MINES 
PREVIOUSLY IN ANY DETAIL. GENERAL ARMSTRONG SEEMED TO HAVE 
CONCLUDED THAT THE DELIVERY PROBLEM WAS INSURMOUNTABLE AND 
THAT TO INCLUDE MINES WOULD WATER DOWN HIS BASIC REQUEST.) 

6 AFTER A TELEPHONE INTERRUPTION, GENERAL ARMSTRONG 
RETURNED TO STATE THAT THE MPLA HAD COMMENCED USING NAPLAM, 
BUT THAT THE TYPE OF AIRCRAFT DELIVERY SYSTEM WAS UNKNOWN 
AT THIS TIME. HE ADDED THAT THE AIRPORT AT BRAZZAVILLE WAS 
CLOSED TO CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT. SUPPOSEDLY TO PROVIDE A 
BUILD UP OF MILITARY AIRCRAFT WHICH HE FEARS WILL BE USED 
TO SUPPORT THE MPLA IN ANGOLA. 

7. DATT DID NOT COMMENT ON THE REQUEST BUT SAID HE WOULD 
SEE THAT CONVERSATION WAS REPORTED TO WASHINGTON THROUGH 
THE EMBASSY. 

BOWDLER 
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